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Opening files with different applications

When you open a file in OS X, it will usually open in the default application for that type of file. For example, a
photo will openin Preview. But you may not always want this. In this lesson, we'll show you how to open a file in a
different application, as well as how to change the default application so a file will always open in your preferred
program.

Opening a file in the default application

As you learned in our lesson on Working with Files, you can locate and double-click a file to openiit. It will open in the
default application for that type of file.
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To open afile in a different application:

Sometimes you may want to open a file in a different application without changing the default. For example, you
may want to open a photo with Adobe Photoshop to crop or resize it.

1. Locate and right-click the desired file. From the drop-down menu, select Open With and choose the desired
application. In this example, we'll select Adobe Photoshop CC.
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2. The file will openin the selected application.


full.html
print.html
http://www.gcflearnfree.org/osxbasics/working-with-files/1/

® Photoshop File Edit Image Layer Type Select Filter

Adobe Photoshop CC 2014

3D View Window Help

.,! i

4

- Mode: Block : Opacity: r‘:ﬂ Flow: Erase to Hist Essentials
= boats.JPG @ 11.7% (RGB/8) *

C Swatches
H EEER [ | B

ENE HEEEEEEEEES N
. EEEEE
EN FEERE
| |

L

=" Background

r
!;'____‘.l
*\.
2
.'i::#l
7 4
‘f
ot 4
-
[ 4 g
’ Fl
-

11.67% [#

To change the default application:

You may prefer to change the default application for certain types of files so they'll always open in the new app
when you double-click them. For example, you may want your photos to always openin Adobe Photoshop instead of
the Preview application.

1. Locate and right-click the desired file, then select Get Info from the menu that appears. Alternatively, you can
select the file and then press Command+I on your keyboard.
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2. Adialogbox will appear. Under Open with, click the drop-down menu and select the desired application. In our
example, we'll select Adobe Photoshop CC 2014.
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3. Click Change All.
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4. Adialog box will appear confirming that you wish to change the default application for all files of this file type.
Click Continue.
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5. The default application will be changed. The next time you double-click a file of that type, it will open in the new
default application.
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