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WhatsApp is a cross-platform messaging app for smartphones that allows you to send
text messages and make voice calls using your phone's Internet connection. In

addition to sending texts, you can send pictures, videos, documents, and voice
messages.
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Everything sent via WhatsApp is protected with end-to-end encryption, meaning no
one else can read or listen to your messages or calls aside from you and the recipient.
Best of all, it's completely free to use. All you need is an Internet connection.

Why use WhatsApp?
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You might be thinking WhatsApp sounds pretty similar to standard texting and calling.
While it might appear this way, WhatsApp does have some key features and benefits
that can sometimes make it a great alternative.

e Messages and phone calls are made using an Internet connection instead of
through a cellular plan. You won't have to worry about using up minutes or
being charged SMS fees. However, if you're not using a Wi-Fi connection,
WhatsApp will use data from your data plan.

e You can call and text other people internationally for free, which would
normally be expensive or not possible.

e Ifyou're connected to Wi-Fi, you can still make calls and send texts if you
have no cell service.

* WhatsApp is a cross-platform app, meaning it can be used across a variety of
mobile devices, including on desktop computers and in Internet browsers.

* You can send documents as large as 100MB, including PDFs, Word
documents, spreadsheets, and slideshows.

Accessing WhatsApp

To get started with WhatsApp, you'll first need to download the app. It's available for
both desktop computers and a variety of mobile devices, including Android phones,
iPhones, and Windows phones.

Simply visit the download page using the device where you'd like to install WhatsApp.
Your browser will detect what device you're using and will provide a link to download
the corresponding app.
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Setting up WhatsApp


https://www.whatsapp.com/download/

Once you've downloaded the app, you'll need to set up an account with it. You will
need a functioning phone number to set up an account with WhatsApp. This allows
WhatsApp to route messages between you and your contacts.

The screenshots in this procedure were taken using an iPhone, but the setup
process is the same on other devices.

G When you first open the app, you'll be greeted by a Welcome to WhatsApp
page. Tap Agree & Continue to accept the terms of service and privacy policy.

seeco ATRT = 952 AM 75

Welcome to WhatsApp

Tap “Agree & Continue” to accept the
WhatsApp Terms of Service and
Privacy Policy

Agree & Continue

a Select the country where you live and enter your phone number, then tap
Done.

seeo0 ATAT = 9:69 AM + %

Your Phone Number

Please confirm your country code and enter your
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e On the page that appears, you'll need to type your name as you'd like it to
appear on WhatsApp. You also have the option of adding a photo of yourself or

just allowing WhatsApp to fill out your profile using your Facebook account if
you have one. Then tap Done.
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Edit Profile

add Enter your name and add an
photo  gptional profile picture

Feeling lazy? Import your profile from
Facebook.

n Use Your Facebook Info

° Your account will be created. The Chats page will appear, and you're ready to
start using WhatsApp.
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Chats i

To begin a new chat, simply tap on the [
icon in the top right corner.

You can start chatting with contacts who already
have WhatsApp installed on their phone.

Tell a Friend about WhatsApp
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In the next lesson, we'll show you how to send messages, photos, and more with
WhatsApp!


http://gcflearnfree.org/whatsapp/text-messaging/1/

Return to Playlist: WhatsApp Next: Text Messaging
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